The role of complement testing in dermatology.
An up-to-date knowledge of the molecular events involved in the activation and control of the complement cascade is essential to understand the pathogenesis of a number of conditions presenting to dermatologists. This knowledge underpins the pathogenesis of these conditions but allows the clinician to request the most useful tests in terms of diagnosis and monitoring. In this review we aim to discuss complement biology, the diseases in which complement testing is of particular relevance, the types of laboratory tests available, their utility and interpretation. Additionally it is of critical importance for clinicians not only to choose the most appropriate tests but also to choose to send these to an appropriately accredited laboratory.